PREFACE
heroes must return. The Japanese soldier in
China has broken his bounds of community and
ideal, He will not be content to return to the fields
'and work like an ox for a pittance. The lord
will not willingly return*to slavery. Unless Japan
wins and offers unlimited opportunities of ex-
pansion on the Continent, there will undoubtedly
be a revolution in Japan conducted by these same
erstwhile soldiers.
The Japanese are consummate actors. The
whole role of social living is an act enforced by
custom and close-pressed civilization. There are
people everywhere. There is not a spot of
ground in Japan where some one has not trodden.
There is practically no lawlessness as there is no
place for a criminal to hide. Part of this eternal
role is stoicism. One never sees arguments or
fights for it is traditional that it is not manly to
show feeling. This is an interesting point for in
modern motion picture theatres which have no
tradition behind them, the very high-strung and
inwardly excitable Japanese completely let go.
Sometimes the whole theatre is a sea of sobbing
men and women if the picture is touching. The
Japanese are very sentimental.
Even as motion pictures ignite Japanese feel-
ings, sometimes great anger gets beyond inhibi-